critical digest 


505 FIFTH AVENUE. N. Y. 17. N. ¥. 
MU 2-0326 Tv. KRAUS 


Feb 6, 1954 Vol Vil Noes 910 year $25 5 years The NYC Theatre Newsletter 


New York Theatre Diary 


The Imoralist- Royale 2/8/54, Billy Rose presents Ruth and Augustus Goetz 
adaptation of Andre Gide's novel, Geraldine Page and Louis Jourdan are featured. 
.eeThe Girl on the Via Fleminia- Circle in Square 2/9/54, Alfred Hayes drematizac- 
ion of his novel with Leo Penn and Betty Miller. Joseph Benjamin directedess 
The Wise Have Not Spoken- Cherry Lane- 2/10/54. Trio Productions present Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll's play staged by Harry Wagstaff Gribble. I; Carroll is featuredes. 
The Confidential Clerk- Morosco 2/11/54. Henry Sherek ». ©°‘oducers' Theatre pre- 


Sent 1.5, Bliot new play, Ina Claire, Claude Rains and Jian ‘reenwood are co-starred. 
E. Martin Browne staged the production. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Lullaby=Lyceum 2/3/54, Split notites ¢).; 2: tne new comedy by Don Appell 
starring Mary Boland. Times, News,Mirror,Eagle «ad Women's Wear first nighters 
raved over return of Miss Boland to the NY stage after 6 years. They also agreed 
that mild comedy, produced by Jerone Mayer and Irl Mowery, was pleasant enough fun. 
Supporting cast which includes Kay Medford, Jack Warden and Al Ramsen were also 
credited with good comic performences. Atkinson,Times,thought author succeeded in’ 
his attempt to write nothing more than a funny ruckus in a popular style. Chapman, 
News, credited Boland for being ,as always, a grand and wonderful farce comedienne. 
An ingratiating hit,unpretentious play,human,warming and very funny, ratd Coléman,’ 
Mirror. Dissenters included critics of World Telegram & Sun, Journal American,Post, 
and Presse Feeling the script is in bad taste, Hawkins, WI&S, commented that all 

the sincérity in the world cannot cover its embarassing candor. McClain, Journal 
fmerican, feared main characters were dull and dreary folk that one would pay almost 
any price NOI to be concerned with for 2 hours, While Watts,Post, admits there is 
probably a sizable potential audience for show, he doesn't belong to it.eCritic feels 
play emerges as extremely tenuous theatrical fare, Kerr,Herald Tribune,panned it as 


a skinny little thing. He also wondered if any comedy could be played against the 
dingy sets onstage. 


Stockade= President 2/4/54, Majority of daily notices filed on Diana Green- 
Paul Butler presentation of Mark Appleman's adaptation of a sequence from "From 
Here to Eternity" novel were slightly negative, Times and Mirror reviewers,on the 
other hand, filed mild pro notices. Atkinson,Times, advi-d theatre goers that 
they would enjoy the drema more if they read the comploic » vel first. Critic list- 
ed performances as serviceable without being realy expert. iurray Hamilton, Jay 
Barney, Gerald Milton and Don Gordon are featured. Ccleman,Mirra,believes that dir- 
ector Robert Gordon has used a first rate cast to make a talky soript seem more 
actionable than it really is. Majority blamed ator for writing a shapeless script, 


Action and viewpoint are not properly fused t. “ake it the absorbing play it should 
have been, summed up Watts,Post. 


Out of Town Tryouts 


Ondine, the Playwrights Company production of Giraudoux drama with Audrey Hep- 
burn and Mel Ferrer, should have little trouble contending as one of the finest fan« 
tasies to appear in seasons, predicts Elie, Variety-Boston...The Winner, Elmer Rice's 


comedy-drama with’ Joan Tetzel and Tom Helmore, needs a better TIFst Svene to mals tt 
completly winning, notes More,Variety-Baffalo. 
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1 Off Broadway ' 


Three Penny Opera will open at 
De Lys March 9eeePaul Vincent Carroll's 
The Wise Have Not Spoken opens at the 
Cherry Lane Feb 10 with Helen Carroll, 
daughter of the author, featured..The 
Lambs will present The Backbone, a 
new play by Andrew McCullough, on Feb 14, 
eeeNeoxt show at Cirole will be Obb- 
ligato, a new play by Jane Hinton, 
and which will star Patricia Neway,. 
eeeRoslyn Laks has replaced Eva Stern 
in Climate of Eden,latter winning role 
of understudy in Ondine...Sean 0' Casey 
Cockadoodle Dandy is the next product- 
ion of the Cabaret Theatre at Open 
Door,eeRun of Othello at Jan Hus has 
been Perrie will 


stage "Br oadway Chep el Players" pro- 
duction of Fry 


s The Boy With A Carte 
ee eDobbs Ferry, NY winter 
season opened with Mr. Roberts staged 
by Albert Dekkerg 


' Children's Theatre ' 


Jewish Theater for Children's prod- 
uction of To Wake the King, presented 
Sunday afternoons through April 4 at 
Joan of Arc Playhouse, 154 W 93, won 
a pair of rave notices from Rice,Post, 
and Greenberg,Show Business, Script 
was staged and adapted by Samuel Cit- 
ron from Kahan's "Melech Yisrael." 
Acting,dancing,music, lighting combine 
to make it a superior: children's show, 
notes the Post drama editor. Topflight 
artists have conjured up a theatre ex- 
perience which is sure to build a grow- 
ing theatrical public amonst youngsters, 
predicts Show Business reviewer, 


1 Vaudeville 


NY movie houses which recently 
dropped vaudeville to install 3 Dp 
equipment and pictures are consider- 
ing returning to their stage show 
policies, Billboard reports, 


Palace show headed by comic Don 
Cummings offers a stendard display of 
variety,rates Quinn,Mirror, 


Theatre 


& Radio Notes ' 


Ft} 6L Merman will star in a TV ver- 
sin 1934 hit Anything Goes on 
NBC sé Comedy Hour Feb 26 with Frank 
Sinatra playing the role originated on 
Broadway by William Gaxton...Rodgers & 
Hammerstein are considering writing orig- 
inal lf hour musical shows for NBC TV. 
eseCBS TV Omnibus may present the Yale 
Shakespeare Festival production of Merry 
Wives of Windsor Feb 21. 


' Theatre Film Notes ' 


Lindsay & Crouse have started work 
on a film script for Charles Brackett, 
entitled "A Woman's World."...Marlon 
Brando is scheduled to star in Warner's « 
Mister Roberts,due to start in Mapree 
MGs The Student Price with Ann Blyth 
and Louis Calhern started productionees 
Sereen rights to Summer and Smoke have 
been bought by \iallis-Hazen for $100,000 


' Theatre Record Comments ' 


Show BIZ( RCA Victor album based on 
Green-Laurie book) sounded like an engag- 
iny project, but while the disk has its 
diverting moments,it is disappointingy 
rates Wilson, Times. Commentary by George 
Jessel is lengthy, obvious. Critic also 
noted that it is ridiculous for Viotor 
to use imitations of the famous stars 


when they have most of their voices in 
their files. 


Theatre Book Comments 


"The Derwent Story™ by Clarence Der- 
went (Schuman) is the straightforward ac- 


count of a solid theatre man, praises 
Funke ,Times,. 


"Vaudevil!s" by Joe Laurie(Holt) is 
a stupendous ‘orawling account. with 


2000 entries in 1.6 index, rates Seldes, 
New Republics 


Green Rocm 


Department ' 


GSTTING NEW AUDIENCES... Readers suggestions on how theatrical managers can best 
win the affection and loyalty of the younger generation, the ticket purchasers 
of the future, are being sought by Coleman,Mirror. The oritic had asked Rod- 
gers and Hammerstein, but they reported that they were unable to come up 
with any immediate solution. If managers were to sohedule éven a single mat- 
inee : at cut-rate prices for students, Rodgers informs him, it would put 
their budgets out of balance for a month,due to the small margin of profit. 
Concrete suggestions from readers will, if possible, be acted upone 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS. esCharity and religious benefits, no matter how high their 
purpose, are doing as much damage to the living theatre as TV or the movies, 
complains Chapman, News..eBilly Rose probé ly had the Katzenbergs come to the 
“official” first night of The Immoralist, so te critics will have somebody 
in the audience to look at, bets Rice, Eust.e.People still love the theatre, 
and Morehouse, World Telegram & Sun, offers as his proof the success of 


Coriolanus and The Caine Mutiny Court Martial. 


ANDERS.ON OBIT.» modern Hans Christian Andersen, whimsical,possessed of great 
good taste and deeply warm-hearted is how Sullivan,News, rated John Murray 


Anderson, 


COLUIN TIPSeeeCole Porter is doing research for Silk Stockings at the Metropolatan 


Museum of Art, reports Viinchelles Sweden raising f yng for national theatre 


via a lottery with 5 top prizes of $50,000.motes WalkersssQne of sets of 


South Pacfic 


BARD LANGUAGE..,Yale production of 


is now at Minsky's,Newark,hears Sobol, 


The MerryWives of Windsor, spoken just as the 
Elizabethans might have done it, not raise any objections, comets 


Herald Tribune editorial, as long as the audience understanis what is going 
on, Advm ce readings compare the speech to a kind of Irish brogue. 


TIMES MAIL BOX,.,A sharp dissenting opinion on Bullfight from Pallares,New York, 


© Latin ‘American rated the show as 
cliches ever gathered on a single s 


a melenge of all the most irritating 
tare about the Latin character and spirit. 


eseANTA'S new plans for an extensive 40 production national theatre forgets 
the basic fact that the theatre can never be superimposed successfully upon 
a national culture,points out Downing, Mt. Kiscoe 


Pros & Cons by MK 


Stockade has moments of highly effect- 
ive drama, a load of ehergetic pA 
and 4 Seript which ranges from good to 
so-sosbsLullaby is excused by some 
a farce which doesn't try to do much, 
With theatre costs so high,this is hard- 
ly a valid excuse for a production, Mary 
Boland fans will enjoy it,others may 
find it difficult to consider funny.,, 
Suppose for 4 moment there were no drena 
critics. What then would producers use +o 
fill space now devoted to "quote" ads, 
eseTV has discovered "Off Broadwey",2 
shows are planned which will use talent 
of these groups regularly, 


"CD" Gift Coupon ' 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC show 
news, reviews, comments. Tickets, critics 
reports, Drama books,records,theatre on 
TV. Special sumer features, Perfect 
gift for "stage-stnuck" fan, student, eto 
910 year. $12.50 foreign. Compiled by 
"Broadway in Brief" editor. Theatre 
Review Reports- $1 per back title, 


Bill Me Later __Cheek Attached 


Subscriber's 


Tune WNBC( NYC) Ben Graver 7 30 AM day 
after opening fr “CD” Quotes revtews, 


| 


"public paid preview" of The Immoralist, whic’ the NYC daily drama critics had 
agreed not to cover, was "yeported” on by 1s, in a slightly negative 
manner, Drama reporter noted his report was bir: “inuerim and unofficial", and 
that the Billy Rose production which has its official opening Monday, Feb 8, may 
be improved or may even deteriorate by that time, Other dailies were given the 
opportunity to send reporters to cover the "public paid preview" opening, but only 
the Times carried a storys Because of the mix-up it is unlikely that in the future 
such requests to keep crit ics away fo a wee's will be granted. 


Plays 


6 week operetta season at City Center will include Show Boat, Carousel and 


Die Fledermaus...By the Beautifu: Sea is scheduled to open at the St.James on 
Warch @leeelhe King of Hearts, Joan Kerr's new comedy,will star Jackie Cooperece 
Dick Powell brought suit in Los Angeles Superior Court for "continuing profess- 
ional recognition and for an accounting of profits" against The Caine Mutiny Court 
Martial producer Paul Gregory...A new firm which will arrange and post the bonds 
and guarantees required for theatrical productions has been formed by producer H, 
Clay Blaney...9 one act Norman Corwin radio plays will be presented on Broadway 
next season by Paula Stone-Mike Stone...eCoriolanus extended to Feb 28. 


People 


Lucile Watson has quit the cast of The Burning Glass due to "exhaustion", 
Isobel Elsom replaces her in road tryouteeefony bavaar joined Almanacess 


Ruth Draper's “farewell" appearance has been extended to March 13.eeeKkim Stanley 
will be featured in Horton Foote's new play 


Travelin' Lady...Jack Whiting and Pris- 
cilla Gillette will be featured in The colien pelos 


Other Br oadways 


British Colonial Playhouse,Nassau Bahamas opened its 4th season with Ute Hagen 
and Herbert Berghof in 


The Lady's Not for BurningeeeJames Mason will be leading man 
in Canada's Stratford Shakespearean Festival this summer,playing in Measure for 
Measure, ‘T§ming of the Shrew and Oedipus Rexe.eRockefeller Foumiation has approved 
a grant of $200,000 to American Shakes 


peare Theatre and Academy, For each $60,000 
the group,which will build a theatre and 
will give $40,000, school at Stratford,Conn, raises, the fund 


Theatre Reoord Notes 


RCA Victor will record background music of score of film of The pose 
eeeCOlumbia will release ean album of 12 showtunes from Kismet playe y Percy Faith 
eeeColumbia will record original album of The Girl in Pink Tights. 
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